St. John of the Cross. On Wisdom without the soul's activity, knowledge like light and love together
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"When it happens, therefore, that a person is conscious in this manner of being placed in solitude and in this state of listening, he should even forget the practice of loving attentiveness I mentioned (aun el ejercicio de la advertencia amorosa que dije ha de olvidar) (aun la advertencia amorosa que dije ha de olvidar - first redaction) so as to remain free for what the Lord then desires of him. He should make use of that loving awareness (advertencia amorosa) only when he does not feel himself placed in this solitude or inner idleness or oblivion or spiritual listening. That he may recognize it, it always comes to pass with a certain peace and calm and inward absorption." (28)

"This wisdom is loving, tranquil, solitary, peaceful, mild, and an inebriator of the spirit, by which the soul feels tenderly and gently wounded and carried away, without knowing by whom, nor from where, nor how. The reason is that this wisdom is communicated without the soul's own activity.

"... and although one is not so clearly conscious of it (no se echa tanto de ver) it will in due time shed its light. The least that a person can manage to feel is a withdrawal and an estrangement to all things, sometimes more than at other times, accompanied by an inclination towards solitude and a weariness with all creatures and with the world, in the gentle breathing of love and life in the spirit... the blessings this silent communication and contemplation impresses on the soul, without it then experiencing them (sin ella sentirlo) are, as I say, inestimable." (29)

"...In the contemplation we are discussing (by which God infuses Himself into the soul) particular knowledge as well as acts made by the soul are unnecessary, because God in one act is communicating light and love together, which is loving supernatural knowledge (noticia sobrenatural amorosa). We can assert that this knowledge is like light which transmits heat, for that light also enkindles love. This knowledge is general and dark to the intellect because it is contemplative knowledge, which is a ray of darkness for the intellect, as St. Dionysius teaches." (30)

